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Abstract 

The genus Contacyphon Gozis, 1886 (type species Cantharis variabilis THUNBERG, 1787, by original designation) is removed from synonymy 
and resurrected as a proper genus to accommodate all nominal species presently combined with the invalid name, Cyphon, under which 
Contacyphon had been placed as junior synonym. The included species are listed in a table. Apomorphies diagnostic of Contacyphon are 
given in the head of the table, known character expressions of individual species are ticked. 


Key words 
Contacyphon, resurrection, Cyphon, invalid name, new combination, character expression, diagnostic apomorphies 


Introduction 

In his survey of the Swedish fauna G. PAYKULL proposed a new beetle genus, Cyphon (PAYKULL 1799, vol. 
2, p. 117), with three species. Students could readily identify them from the descriptions. The first (,,ob/ongus, 
thorace antice rotundatus, palpi posteriores articulo tertio bifurcato“; contracted text, omissions not marked) was 
Cistela pallida FABRICIUS, 1775, a species of Elodes LATREILLE, 1796. The second („saltatorius“), Chrysomela 
haemisphaerica LINNAEUS, 1767 belongs in the genus Scirtes ILLIGER, 1807. The third included species, Cyphon 
coarctatus PAYKULL, 1799 was characterized by ,,thorace antice coarctato emarginato, angulis acuminatis". 
Subsequent students applied the name Cyphon to species resembling C. coarctatus in habitus. In fact, for many 
years pointed and projecting pronotal front angles remained the only distinctive character of genus Cyphon. 


Pore (1976) drew attention to the fact that Cistela pallida had been designated as type species of Elodes 
by LATREILLE (1810; International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature [ICZN]1938, 1939, Opinions 
11 & 136). The same species had also been designated as type species of Cyphon (WEsTwoop 1838; ICZN 
1922, Opinion 71). Thereby Cyphon became a junior synonym of Elodes and is invalid. Nevertheless, students 
continued to use the name Cyphon as though C. coarctatus were its type species (e.g., RUTA 2007, KLAUSNITZER 
2009b, Zwick 2013a). Many species from all parts of the world have meanwhile been named in Cyphon, all of 
them very different from Elodes although they constitute no homogenous group at all. 


Pore (1976) suggested that the desired stable nomenclature could be attained by establishment of a genus 
based on C. coarctatus PAYKULL. However, Gozis (1886) had previously proposed to replace Cyphon by a new 
genus, Contacyphon (from Greek, meaning close to Cyphon), designating variabilis as type species. NYHOLM 
(1972) designated lectotypes for both coarctatus and variabilis and redescribed both. They are closely related 
even though they are members of different informal species groups within the same genus, Cyphon. 


Gozis‘ (1886) interest was the stability of nomenclature. This did not earn him much approval (eg. WEISE 
1887) as in his handling of matters he was ahead of contemporary colleagues. Even the entry in The Zoological 
Record (SHARP 1886) appears biased: “In this work the author, inverting the usual practice of zoologists, treats 
the names as primary objects, and the insects as of secondary importance. In considering an old author, he treats 
the species placed by him as the first of the genus as being its “type,” and then alters many of our commonest 
names ...". This is followed by references to some objecting papers. Not surprisingly, Pic (1914) considered 
Cyphon as the valid name, and Contacyphon as its synonym. 
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The name Contacyphon was apparently not used. However, it is available, valid, and herewith re-established. 
We transfer all formally valid species presently included in Cyphon to Contacyphon. 

This is a formal nomenclatural act. At this point, assignment of a nominal species to the list of species 
included in Contacyphon (Table 1) does not mean that the species displays the constituent apomorphic character 
expressions characteristic of Contacyphon. Larvae and pupae are not considered because they are unknown in 
most species. 

In many presently included species character expressions and membership in Contacyphon need future 
checking. To initiate the necessary critical evaluation and to call for additions by others we enter character 
expressions in Table 1 that we have observed ourselves, or that have unambiguously been published in the 
literature. In future, modifications of the list of constituent apomorphies (Table 1) may become possible or 
necessary. 

Table 1 does not include synonymous nominal species of Cyphon, and also none that have recently been 
transferred to other genera, in particular Herthania (KLAUSNITZER 2006c), Ypsiloncyphon (KLAUSNITZER 2009c), 
Brachycyphon (RuTA 2009), Calvarium (RuTA 2010), Dermestocyphon (RUTA, YOSHOTOMI & KLAUSNITZER 2013), 
Austrocyphon (Zwick 2013b), Nyholmia, Exneria, and Yoshitomia (all three KLAUSNITZER 2013b). 

As an interim solution we include nominal Cyphon species which we will soon transfer to other genera, 
known ones or new genera whose names are not yet available (in print or in preparation). The names of the 
species concerned are asterisked in Table 1. 


Contacyphon Gozis, 1886, genus proprium 


Type species: 

Cantharis variabilis THUNBERG, 1787, by original designation. It becomes Contacyphon variabilis (THUNBERG, 
1787). The interpretation of the common and widespread Holarctic type species is stable and uniform among 
students since NYHOLM (1972) designated a lectotype and excellently redescribed the species. 


The taxonomic concept of genus Contacyphon is the one which was so far applied to Cyphon, with recent 
additions (Zwick 2013a). The generic diagnosis is presented in the form of eight telegraphic character 
descriptions in the head of Table 1. Some are self-explanatory, the other are fully described in Zwick (2013a). 
Two are additionally illustrated here (Figs. 1, 2). 


The list of species included in Contacyphon 1s in Table 1. Except for the type species, each and every name 
is in a new combination. Where known, character expressions of individual species are indicated. Characters 
of uncertain phylogenetic significance, for example the projecting or at least distinctly marked pronotal front 
corners, are not considered. 





Figs 1-2. 1, Contacyphon coarctatus, ventral view of fore body; 2, Contacyphon sp. (New Zealand), lateral view of 
head. bh, buttonhole; mg, mesoventral groove. Originals by R. Ruta. 


Contaccyphon Gozis, 1886 removed from synonymy 339 





Tab. 1 

List of nominal species included in Contacyphon. Several nominal species (marked by asterisks) will soon 
be removed to other genera, or be synonymized in papers in print or in preparation. The taxa in question are 
preliminarily assigned to Contacyphon until the respective papers are published. Remarks are signed with our 
initials. 

Agreement with character expressions (coding in the head of the table; descriptions in Zwick, 2013a, see also 
Figs. 1-2) are indicated by "Y", disagreement by “no”. Empty cells indicate lack of information. 

Note. The brush organ of Contacyphon females (Figs. 9-11 in Zwick, 2013a) is composed of hollow structures 
resembling hairs or setae; their minute base plates form a regular pattern on the cuticle. Females of the New 
Zealand C. laticollis possess a homologon of the brush organ. It agrees in general form but the base plates 
support no hairlike prolongations into the lumen of the genital duct. 
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